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God Still Reigns 

1) He redeemed us from evil. 2) He rules over nations so that the gospel is proclaimed 

 

“According to his biographer…as a child the inventor of the Apple Computer, Steve Jobs, confronted his Lutheran 

pastor with a Life magazine cover depicting starving children in Africa.  When the pastor confirmed that God knew about 

the tragedy but didn't end it, ‘Jobs announced that he didn't want to have anything to do with worshipping such a God, and 

he never went back to church’…” (Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson, p. 14f). This happened in 1968. Much has happened since. 

Remember that year. 

The question Jobs allegedly asked is a common one that troubles many people. It’s often a reason many use to reject 

the Christian faith. Sadly, in doing so many betray their ignorance of the Bible, which addresses in many places the 

existence of evil and God’s solution for it. God teaches us in his Word that it is true, he does not end evil in this world, but 

then he shows us his solution. The solution demonstrates that God still reigns in this world. 

God has answered the problem of evil in this world first by redeeming us from evil. If anyone had “pictures” to show 

about evil, it was, David, the great king of Israel during the Old Testament. His psalms are full of references about evil he 

endured. His son Absalom rebelled (3:1-2); his many foes (4:2) were arrogant (5:5), liars (5:9), slanderers (7:2), ruthless 

oppressors of the weak (10:2), wicked schemers full of bribes (26:10) and hypocrites (26:10).  

A reason why we turn so often to the psalms David wrote is because we’ve experienced evil too. Some of us have been 

victims of crime, others have suffered from deceptive business practices, and others are frustrated by government leaders 

that seem to favor the special interests that got them elected.  

Conservative Christians have faced criticism and even ridicule for generations; more recently evil has metastasized to 

the point that any form of Christianity seems to have become very unpopular in the United States. It appears that our 

society, which has moved on from accepting abortion to same-sex marriage to considering evangelical Christians a threat 

not unlike fanatical Islam, is becoming more and more like Western Europe where cathedrals stand empty and Christian 

moral values are rejected.  

Often the source of opposition to the Christian faith is identified simply as a result of subjecting the Bible to reason and 

experimentation. Miracles can’t occur, it is argued, because we can’t reproduce them in laboratory conditions—forgetting 

that the very word “miracle” means that an event is unique and beyond the capacity of any human being to reproduce. 

There is another reason why the Christian faith is rejected by so many. It’s the problem of evil. After more than 30 million 

civilians and soldiers died in Western Europe alone during the two world wars, the population in those countries blamed 

God for not preventing such great evil.  

Followers of Jesus Christ failed to give bravely and forthrightly the answer that appears everywhere in Scripture. We 

live in a fallen world—therefore, hatred, violence, murder, and wars occur. Evil has plagued mankind since the fall. It is a 

consequence of sin. David understood the reason for evil full well; he expresses it in the psalms. He also recognized the 

impact of evil in his own life. David confessed his sins. And with him we confess our sins when we sing David’s 51
st

 Psalm, 

“Wash away all my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.” 

And this brings us to Psalm 22, a psalm written by David and the one that is the most quoted in the New Testament. 

Psalm 22 describes in graphic terms Jesus’ suffering and sacrifice. What God had pictured for his people through many of 

the sacrifices offered at the tabernacle was now revealed prophetically in Psalm 22 through the eyes of Jesus as he hung on 

the cross.  Jesus suffered opposition, ridicule, plots, hatred, violence, and murder. He suffered evil far beyond what any 

human has had to endure, because he bore our sins, our punishment. The fall into sin explains why evil exists in this world. 

Jesus’ death on the cross gives us God’s solution for evil. He rescued us from evil through the innocent suffering and death 

of his own Son. Psalm 22 goes further. It also prophesies Jesus’ victory over sin. As Psalm 16 promises, Jesus rose 

triumphantly from the dead. Jesus did this for you and me. So we do suffer from the consequence of sin in this world, and 

there is evil everywhere. But Jesus conquered it for us. He watches over us now and leads us to eternal life. God still reigns 

in this world for the benefit of the gospel. That’s God’s answer. 

Apparently, that picture of a suffering child in Africa that Steve Jobs showed to his pastor was of a child in Biafra. Biafra 

was a small break-away country in Southeastern Nigeria during the late 1960’s. I’ve been there; and as supporters of world 

mission outreach by the WELS you have been there too. That’s where the WELS-related missions are located, in cities like 



Port Harcourt and Calabar and in small towns like Abak and Ogoja. This is where Dr. Schweppe and other Lutheran 

missionaries served for decades. There was evil in Biafra during the 1960’s, and there is plenty of evil still there today. 

Missionaries can tell you many stories. But God has also been at work through the good news about Jesus Christ. Through 

word and sacrament believers are gathered, a church grows and disciples complete their pilgrimage to heaven. This fact 

brings us to another answer to evil that God gives us in his word. David speaks of this near the end of Psalm 22:  “
27

 All the 

ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 
28

 for 

dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.” God still reigns over nations. He does this so that the gospel 

is proclaimed.   

David said it this way in Psalm 33: “The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 
11

But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations” (10-11). God could have 

ended the world in 1968 when wars and rumors of wars ravaged Africa. But then consider all of the people who would not 

have come to faith in Christ since that year. 

 Among the rapidly growing Hispanic-American population in the United States and south of the border, thousands 

have been reached by our fellowship. The first missionary went to El Paso, Texas in 1968, and today a bilingual, 

cross-cultural congregation is flourishing just across the border from Mexico. Spanish publishing on that same 

church property in El Paso has helped pioneer the development of materials in more than 40 languages. God reigns 

for the benefit of cross-cultural outreach in the United States. 

 A church formed in Mexico where more than a thousand people in congregations around much of the country are 

served by confessional Lutheran ministries. In recent years the evil of drug wars endanger the lives of mission 

families in Mexico, but the church grows as people realize they need the gospel more than ever. God reigns for the 

benefit of the gospel in Mexico. 

 Nepal once was one of those closed countries in which the proclamation of the gospel was forbidden. Times 

change. Better said, God reigns over society and governments so that the gospel gets through. Civil war in Nepal is 

evil, but God turned that evil to his good purpose when the government became too weak to prevent the gospel 

from being shared. Today Bhakta Raj Joshi, who was born about five years after 1968, leads outreach effort in 

some 80 locations in western Nepal. Thousands of people have been reached with the gospel through publications 

for distance learning and personal witnessing. God reigns for the benefit of the gospel in Nepal. 

 Dr. Jordan Patrick in Pakistan was born a few years before 1968. During the last decade he became a confessional 

Lutheran Christian. His outreach efforts reach tens of thousands of nominal Christians in Pakistan. The vast 

majority of the population in that country hates Christians. The persecution of Christians goes way beyond ridicule 

and harassment. Christians are murdered. Many so called Christians did not have Bible study materials. They only 

knew they were Christians because their internal passport stamped them as such. Publications in the distance 

learning program run by Dr. Jordan and his wife Aneela are reaching thousands. God reigns for the benefit of the 

gospel in Pakistan. 

 In the 1990’s it appeared that persecution would drive confessional Lutherans out of Indonesia. Then 

unexpectedly, nearly at the last moment before leaving the country for good, Pieter and Marlys Reid received 

permission to work in a seminary program. The church now reaches more than a thousand people, and dozens of 

titles have been translated into Indonesian. God reigns for the benefit of the gospel in Indonesia. 

 In 1968 the future of the Christian faith in China seemed bleak. Christians had been persecuted and driven away. 

Churches seemed to just hang on in Taiwan and Hong Kong while most of the country lay under the shroud of a 

government openly hostile to the Christian faith. In the 1990’s the world seemed to turn upside down as country 

after country threw off the yoke of communism. It turns out that Christians endured in China, secretly in 

underground churches. Today 66 confessional Lutheran volunteers from our church body are serving as English 

language tutors at government schools in China. The gospel is being proclaimed. Congregations form. Dozens of 

titles are being translated into Chinese. God reigns for the benefit of the gospel in China. 

We could go on and on. Evil exists because we live in a world that fell into sin, but God provided the answer. He sent 

his Son to rescue us. He allows this world still to continue in its fallen state, because he still has people to gather into the 

eternal, heavenly home. He sends you and me to carry out that effort. Likely in your own community there are immigrants 

from other areas of the world who do not know the gospel. Reach out to them. There will be challenges. Count on God’s 

blessing and support. He still reigns for the benefit of the gospel. Amen. 


